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BRITTANY LEAVES
. GIVE SCENT OF SEA

. TOWEARIED YANKS

Region About St. Malo Most
Accessible to Near-
Homegoers

EATS AND BATHING PLENTY

Amplitude of Entertainment, In-
cluding Many Side Trips to His-
toric Forts and Resoris

Away out upon that promontory of north-
western ¥rance which is capped by the eity
of Drest, there is nestled in a nook of a
“gtern and rock-bound coust” a bit of a
B5-nere town ail wrapped up in ten to 20
feet of solid granite wall It is known to
the world &t Jarge &g St. Malo, the maritime
Verdun of IFranee, but to the ABTF. it
means the center of the Drittany leave area,
a place to go to and ropm curcfree and
unrestrained, seven fun-full days to get
into shipshupe before golng on the longed-
tor journcy westward,

The granite wall and the rugged coast
may sound a bit chilly and uninviting
these bleak days, but the doughlioy who
aflows himsell to pass up a week there Iy
missing Lhe chince of a lfetime to experi-
ence how invigorating and inspiring the
mellow, mid air of the mout frequented
of French shorg resorts can really be.

Continued from Page 1

1,500 yards, taking Lock No. 8 on the
Ypres Canal, Lankhof ¥Farm and the vil-
tage of Veormezecle, while the 27th Di-
vision advanced about 2,600 yards, oceupy-
ing Vierstraat Ridge and the northern
slopes of Mount Kemmel, aund mnking some
progress up the castern side of Wytschaete
Ridge. To the east of Ypres the 14th
British Division mnde similar progress on
the left of the 30th, while on the right of
the 27th the 34th British Division gained
substantially towurd Mount Kemme! itself.

HHaving made this promising beginning,
the American divisions were withdrawn
from -the front line between September 3
and 5 and sent to t{raining areas further
south, where they received Instruction
partleularly in operuting offensively in con~
Junction with British tanks, Late in Sep-
tember they were sssembled under the
corps  command of the Second United
States Corps and the anny command ef
the Fourth Army Corps, Cencral Ruwlinson,
and put in the sector fronting the Hin-
denburg line pogitions about midwny bhe-
tween Cumbrad and St Quentin,

Ready for Drive to the Scheldt

“The front which they then occupied was
very nearly that which the British bhad
held previons to the German attack of
March 21 and fromn which thexy hud been
driven back nearly to Amiens, Starting In
about August 1 to recover once meore that
devastated stretch of the valley of the
Somme between its Junction with the Ancre
and St Quentin, which had been first lost
in 1914, regalned in 1916, and then lost
agaln in the spring of 1918, with true Brit-

The leave area, which i is ted will
be one of the last to close, extends the
length of the fammous “Emerald Const” of
Drittany with ity miles of sea wall, its steep
elifts, its brond hbeaches, ita mysterious
caverns and singing stoues, There Iy a
weaith of historic lore assoclited with
every mile of the const iine, und a pecuilar
fascination 1o be found in watching the
green of the ocean creep up 45 feot of high
tide upon the rocks of the cliffa or the fine
yellow sands of the heaches,

Plenty of Dancicg Partners

The nversge ALSIN
however, i3 not out on leave

permisgtonnaire,
o hustie

~ around like u Cook tourlst to see and be

seen, any more than he Is to be fed up on
antiquarisn or contumporancous statistles.
What appenls is the chance to "get out
among ‘v, which s American for an all
around geod lime, with lots of dancing,

« eatg-plenteous served otherwise than in o

* . 8sskit,

and sleep between clean, white
shevts untl such an hour as pienses the
sleeper and not the bugler,
Malo means all that, plus. The sta-
sere In dofeful nbundunce, as
are bewhiskered old doga full of hnir-
rafsing tales of siege und sen. Bul the
center of v life §s the apaclons Casino
where the 1.0 AL 1y doing everything to
make n Jod n maamnorable thing in the
overseas carcer of cuch youth who breezes
In.  As the whole vicinity 1a a vaention
pince for the peopde of France, and these
people have a happy hablit of taking thelr
daughters along with them on vaostion,
there i3 no scareity of chiarmung young
1agies for dancing partners or compantony
onr any half dozen of the Interesting bont
trips or overlund hikes it s possible 1o
make.

‘There ore ahout a dozen lve towns in
the ares, all within ensy distance of each
other and full of thinps to sce and things
to do. ‘The Corsalr city of £t. Malo ia the
center of interest. It came into history
alon toward the end of the sixth century,
when an Irish monk by the name of Mac-
lou (modernized: Malo) who had sertied
there with a Celiic friend of his named
Anron, established what would todny ne
called n college. A couple of centurkes
later, when the Normans from the north
came along the coast ralsing partleular
-old Harry with the towns that wouldn't
shell out the shekels, the citizens of St
Servan, ‘across the inlet, fled over to St
Malo's rock: und, since digging one's self
in was not In =tyle at that perind. they
followed the prevailing cnstom and erected
a wnll. Theneeforth, thraughout the Mid-
dle Agesn, the little burg of St Aado stood
up for the rights of small peopies to say
who should be thelr ¢hief and stick themn
for the taxes.

The people are, quite naturally, (sher-
folk, nmnd in thelr day worked the ecod
banka of Newfoundlund before the rest of
the world knew they existed. Among thelr
proud lineup of prominent citlzens, the
= Cartier, te whom has
itie of "IMscoverer of Can-

been given the
ada,” stands out with special inferest for

the AEF. It is a uniaue expertence for
any Amcerienn te mnke the tour of the
eity ramparte amd think of his own home
town without so much as a pleket fence
to strll off an ¢nemy.

Dinard and Mt St Michel Trips

Dinard, quite a fashionable and cosmo-
politan town just ncross the bay, ia an
ideal seasfde resort. 1t presents a ge-
cidedly American appearance in the lav-
out of fts streets and houses and the
cleanliness of its trim front yards and
beaches. The mystery explains ituelf when
it s made known that there is & inrge
colony of Amerleans and Mnglish owning

property in Dinard and Hving there the
sar through,
L‘Or the whole day trips out from S8t

Mato; ~the one to Mont St. Michel iy by
far the nost remarkable, A gpectad train
leaves St. Majo at 9:15 fn the morning and
slowly wends i#t8 way through miles of the
lovely and picturenque plaing of old Brit-
tany. At n town called Pontersen it
swerves and heads directly out upon the
broad sandy flatlunds of the bay of St
Michel. Threading s way on the thin
dike it comes to a stop under the shadow
of the mighty walls of the fortress-abhey
crowning the 200 feet of sheer rock with
its own 300 feet of lace-lke towers and
turrets and Luttresses.

This anclent abbiey dates back to the
early seventh century. It is & wonder apot
of France, a place of pligrimage for the
religious, o dungeon of horrers for those
who remember its terrible politieal his-
tory, which filted the death pits of the
middle rock with the bones of heroic men
whose main sin was that they were ahead
of their time. A day spent roaming
through the vartous rooms and museums
is nbout fs fine a lesson ns the doughboy
ecould get anywhere of what democracy,
for which he is over here, requires In the
way of struggle that 1t may survive,

And the Fish, and Mayonnalso

Any lover of seafood fs due for one grand
party in this leave area. Besldes the usual
abundance of the freshest of fish, there nre
the meatiest lobsters, which are to be se-
lected as  they promenade seross  the
restaurant connters, cooked to a turn and
served with s mayonnaise dressing of a
flavor unique. At Cancale, a morning's ex-
cursion from St. Malo, are acres upon acres
of oyster beds where the most voracious
of AETF. appetites ean be readily taken
cure of. It is a curious thing to walk
antong the beds at low tide, and be h rd
very audibly by several millions of ovstern
Dinan, 18 miles up the Rance Riv
i3 & romantic town and s espeeislly inter-
esting us the place where Rertrand dn
Guesclin, n French knipht, fought single-
handed an English knight to decide whose
army should go home victorious. That, to
econclude, would be an economic wuy of
battles, i £ on onc side
were a couple of the ex-Kualser's
and any Yank on the other,

brood

ALLIES BUY OLD 0.D.

‘Thousands of O.D. uniformy, last seen
by their former wearers as the clothing
was belng carted away to o delousing plant
or salvage heap, have been soid to Poland,
Greater Serbin. and Roumania by the
United States Liguldation Commission,

The uniforms were dyed either black or
blue, and will clothe many Poles, Serbians
and Roumanians who are in need of suits,

Some Englneer material has been sold to
Polund and a large amount of horseshoe-

- ing eqwpment to Roumania,

ish 4 they had pushed on, foot
by foot, for nearly two menths against the
mout  bitter opposition, until they were

once more occupying all but the forcmnost
ot their old trenches before the Hinden-
burg line between St Quentin and Cam-
braf, while between Cambral and Lens the
redoubluble defensive line wus  already
broken.

The plans for the great offenglve involvs
ing the Alled forces on every front were
now perfect snd, as has beun previously
pointed oul, the initdal attack of Marabal
Haudg's British Armles wuy to be made on
Heptember 27, the day nfter the advance
uf the First Amerjean and Fourth French
Armies on both sides of the, ne. The
Baiftish effort was to begin an -
sault Dy the First and Third Armies on a
13-mile frout hefore Cambrai, fram Sauchy-
fastree to Gouzenucourt, o be foilowed
by an extension of tho attack southeeard
1o 8t. Quentin by the FFourth Briu
and sl sonth of there by the IMrs
Anny, When fts turn caine, General Ruw-
Imzon's Fourth Anny was 10 g0 In on n
front of 12 niles, from Holnon north to
Vendhuille, with the Ninth British Corps
on the right, (he Necond Amerfean Corps
i the center, supporied by the Austrajfun
furgs under  Genernl Monash, and  the
Thud Uritsh Corps on the left

Australluns In Suppoert

The 27th and 0th Ameriean Divisions

reiieved the 18th and 7ith Lritish Divl-
siong in the front line on September 25,
The attack which they were to make had
been planned by the Australlan Corps,
which had lieen fighting since August 8
und had pushed the Genmans back from
Villers-1r to the fiind i ine,
and the 3rd and 5th Australlen Divisions
were to support the Americans closely and
reffeve them when the first objectives hind
been obtained.
The portion of the Hindenburg Hne which
ey were to attack was about 6,000 yamis
long, the Hmita of thelr sector being ap-
froximately determined by the length of
the Ltunnel of the Scheldt, or Bt, Quenti
Canal, and it way perhnps
able than uny other portlon of the Hinde
turg Hune of lke extent, The peculiar
charncieristies which gave to the position
s grest strength ennnot be better nset
forth than in the concise words of Field
Marshal Sir Douglaa Jialg in bis dispateh
duted December 21, 1518, te the British
Segretary of State for War, s which he
reported upon the operations of the Brit-
ish Armtes during the fnnl months of the
war.  8ir Douglas wrote;

Between St Quentin and the village
of BantenzeHe the principal defenses of
the tlimienburg system e sometimes
to the west, but more genernily to the
enst of the Hne of the Scheldt Canal

The eanal itself does not appesr to
have been organfzed ag enemy's
main Hne of resistance, but her as

integral part of i deep defensive
system, the outstanding charactleristic
of which was the skill with which 1t
was sited, s0 a3 to deny us effective
artillers paosittons from which to atinck
it. ‘I'he chitef role of the ennal was that
of affording cover to resting troopy and
to the poriisans of the main defensive
irench fines during a  bombardment.
To this emd the canal lent tself ad-
mirably, and the fullest use way made
by the enemy of its possibilities.

The general confipuration of the
ground through which this sector of
the canal runs produces deep cuttings
of n depth In places of 60 feet, while
between Bellicourt and the nelghbor-
hood of Vendhullle the crnul pusses
through a tunnel for a distance of
6,000 yards, In the sldes of the cut-
tings the cnemy had constructed nu-
merous tunneled dugouta and concrete
shelters,  Llong the top cdpe of them
he had eoncealed well-gited conerete
or armored machine gun emplacements,

The tunnetl itsel! was used to provide
ing nccommodations for {roops .and
connected by shafts  with  the
trenches above,  South of Bellicowrt
the canual cutting  gradundly  beeomes
shatow, (il at Belengll the canal
Hes almost nt ground level, South of
Ttellenglise the cannl is dry.

On the western side of the canal
south of Belllceurt two thoroughly or-
ganized and extremely heavily  awired
ines of continuous trench roun roughiy
parallel to the coansl, at avernge dis-
tances from it of 2,000 and 1,000 .
respectively,  Excent in the tunnel sec
tor the double line of trenches known
as the Hindenburg Ine proper loes im-
mediately east of the canal and is
linked up by numerous communication
trenches with the trench lines west
of i

Besides the

i

se mrin features, nunier
oug other trench lines, switch tronches
and communication tronches, far the
most part heavily wired. had been con~
stricted at varlous points to mecet local
wenkneases or take advaniage of focal
command of fire. At & distance of
about 4,000 yards behind the most
ensterly of these trench Hnes lies a
sceond double yow of trenches known
ag the Deaurevoir-Fonsomme line, very
thoroughly wired and  holding numerouy
conerete shelters and maehine gun em-
placements. The whole series of Je-
fenses, with the numerous defended vil-
es contained in it, formed a belt of
country  varving from 7.000 to 10,000
¥ards in depth, organized by the em-
ployment of eovery svailnble means into
a mosrt powerful system, well meriting
the great reputation attached to it

U.S. Heavy Tanks In Play

It was upon the center of these tremen-
dous positions that the 27th and 30th
Amerienn slons were now to be called
upon to exert their strength. They were
splendidly supported by the divislonal ar-
tiliery, “the Don Acks,” of the five Aus-
trallan divisions. totaling 438 guns, largely
4.2-inch Howitzers; by the Third Austra-
Han Afr Squadron; by parts of the 3rd and
Sth Tank Brigades. which ineluded, in-the
sector of the 27th Division, the 301st Amer-
ican Tank RBattallon, the only” American
freavy tank unit on the Western {ront, and
by other tnetical units of British troops.
bringing the total up to over 22.000, in ad-
dition to the two Australinn Infantry di-
visions. Opposite the 30th Division, the
enemy’s line was held by the LXXVth Re-
serve and the CLXXXVth Divisions of the
German army, while the 27th nppears to
have buen opposed by portions of these

divislons as well as by parts of the ling

'27TH AND 30TH HELPED IN PIERCING THE HINDENBURG LINE
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Guard CCXXXiIng, LIVth and CXXNIst Di-
vigions,

Before heing relfeved. the J8th and 75th
British Divistiona had been unalle to clean
up all of the old British outpost posiifons
which had been designated In the pians as
the Snmping-off line for the main attack.
Tty was especlally trie on the left, so,
on the morning of Scptember 27, under
cover of the tremendous homhardiment
which was then opencd and continued for
two days hy all the artillery of the Fourth
Army on the ntain Dindenburg i
the 106th Infantry of the 20th DivE
12

neked the enemy stiong points at the
Knoll, Gulilemont i and Quennemont
Farm, in the immedinte front of the di-
viston. ‘The positiorn were captured but

were found very hard
suns and gunners we apparentiy fed up
into them from the main canal tunnel, and
when the 54th Brigade took over the front
line that night, Germans were still found
making vigorous resistance uaround those
points,

Attack on Ridge Goes Forward

Nevertheless, at 5:5¢ on the morning of
the 28th. In the midst of n heavy fog, under
an intense barrage of high cxplosive, gas
and smoke shells, and accompanied  hy
numerous tanks, the attack went off and up
the long. open slopes toward the blazing
rman trepches and  the red brick ruins of
efliconurt and Rony on the eansl tunnel
ridge. The 30th Division went forward with
the 120th Infantry on the right and the
1Ml on the left, ench rewiment: with' two
battations fn front hine and one in support,

to held, a3 machine

the suppert battalions having

issi of i up the 1
trenches, the canal tunnel and the viflage
of Bellicourt, The 117th Infantry, following
hehind the 120th, was to deploy facing
southeast after crossing the tunnel in order
to asuist the progress of the 46th Rritish
Divigion on the right by enfilading the
enemy’s position slong the cans! cutting
toward Bellenglise and to protect the de-
plovment of the Hth Australian Division,
which wss te rvelieve the 20th i

the definite
H!

attack on Seplember 27, formed the di-

vision reserve.
Fog Both Melps and Iinders

The fog proved in some respeets an aid
and In others a hindrance, It d

fortunate stiil, to pass machine gun nests
and strong points without. seeing and de-
stroying them. '

Many of thesc. places appear to have
been connected with the canal tunnel by
the Iaternl passages previously mentfoned
and te have been heavily reinforced
through these passages after the first
waves of the attack had gone by, Conse-
quently, a little later when the mopping-
up and support units arrived in the clear-
ing fog, they met n reslstance stronger
and more cffective than had been cpcoun-
tered by the troops in advonee. *

The front of the 30th Division went for-
ward, on the whole, rapidly and with com-
paratively slight losses. Although, owing
to the obscurily and loss of Haisom, the
advance and the fighting was socon being
carried on chiefly by small groups of men,
they accomplishcd their purpose, crossing
the three trench lnes of the Hindenburg
system, taking the "town of Bellicourt, the
village of Requeval and the canal entrance
by I and a litile luter reaching and con-
quering the division objective, Nauroy,
together with the outlying hamilet of IStri-
.court and Guilluine and Riqueval Farms.
Nauroy and Btricourt were beyond the
first German support line running east of
the eanal from Le Catelet to Lehaucourt,
and when the 120th Infantry occupied them
it had sdvanced a distance of 4,200 yards
from its jJumping-off trenches and had
plerced all but the last of the three Ger-
man trench systems,

To the right of the 120ih Infantry the
46th British Division also had advanced
brililantly, crossing the steep banks of the
open canal and taking Dellenglise, The
119th Infantry was unable to get as far as
the 120th, being under the necessity of re-
fusing its flank approximately to the crest
of the canal tunnel ridge in order to main-
tain contact with the 27th Divison, which
was having & much barder time in the
north half of the Sccond Corps' sector.
Though the 30th had cxperienced trouble
in mopplng up behind its advance, the
worle had finally been accomplished, 47
German officers and 1,434 enlisted men
being capturcd during the whole opera~
tion, and late in the ufternoon the 5th
Australian Division passed through and
took over the front line, many of the jso-
lated groups of Americans remaining with
the relleving troops until sometime during
the following night,

* Mopping Gp Process Diificult

The 2%th Division from the sturt suf.
fered much more soeverely than its running
mate. Though the_front linc progressed
satistactorily for some time, ils troops
being oarly reported in bhoth Bony and Le
Catelet, the two reserve regiments and
the 3rd Australian Division following, en-
countered vielent wachine gun opposition
upon practically the very line from which

the attack had started. They were obliged
to deploy ond cngage with all thelr ene
¢rey in mopping up the machine gun nests
and tunnel entrances from which MHterally
“oozed up’’ during the fighting as many,
it was estimated, as two full German di-
visions,

‘Either sufficient forces had not been de~
talied in the first place for the mopping up
or clse, which i more probable, the en~
emy’s arrangements for infiltration were
too clnborate to be dealt with by the or~
dinary methods. But, at all evemis, the
result was that the battalion of the 10Tth
Infantry which had gotten into Le Catclet,
on the left, was completely cut off for a
time, while the battalion of the 108th,
which had occupied the Hindenburg line
south of Bony, retalned its position only
with the utmost giffleulty untll it was
finally joined by the advancing Australians.

took the latter “four days- of hard
fighting to finish the reduction of the “Hin-
denburg works and the canal tunnel in
this sector and t¢ occupy securely I Cato-
let and Gouy, although the 27th Division
had already lost about 4,000 men in the
initial ottack and had taken about 1,530
prisoners. The command of the sector
passed to Major General Gellibrand, 3rd
Australien  Division, shortly oafter mid-
night that night, though approximately
1,000 men of the 27th Division remained
with the Australians throughout the next
day and porteipated in their hard fight-

Ing.

Both the 27th and 30th Divislons now
went back to the Peronne arca for replace-
ments, the former being about 5,500 under
strength.  But not many replacoments
were available, and when it became neces-
sary to relicve the Australian corps, ihe
Second American Corps teok over with
only the 30th Division In line. “This reliet
was cffected on the night of October 4-5
on a front just east of Montbrebuin, about
four miles beyond Nauroy. This distance
the Australians had gained In their five
days of fighting, during which they had
broken the third and last German trench
system.

All Set for Crossing Sclle

The 30th Division sector was now about
three miles wide and the direction of adw
vanee lay northeastward neross rolling
country toward the Sambre Canal and
river, Just southenst of Le Catcam aund
about 15 miles distant. g 'The Germans
could no fonger oppose trénch systems to
the advance, but they might be expected
to offer strong machine gun_ resistance at
villages and_farms, whilc a ‘good linc for
temporary defense existed at the Selle
River, about nine miles from 3ontbrehain,
The initial ecffort, thercfore, was directed -
to reaching and crossing the Selle, This

operation will be described in next week's
article.

the attucking troops from the enemy and
prevented the accurate fire which, had the
weather been clear, might very possibly
have stopped the advance and driven it
back in front of ithe broad and only par-
tially 3 wire entang] 15, DBut

immediately after the latter had goined its
objectives,

The 27th Division went in with the 108th
Infaniry on the right and the 107th on the
left, twoe hattalions of cach regiment In
front line and one in support. One bat-
talion of the 106th Infaniry followed ihe
HiTih to assist In mwopping up the Hinden-
burg trenches, the canal tunnel and its
north cntrance, while the 105th Infantry,
following still further hehind, was te face
to the north after crossing the canal tune
nel and yprotect the lert flank of the corps
in that direction as the 117th Infantry was
to do at the other end of the tunnch Two
battnllons of the 106th Infantry, which had
suffered ably in the pr ry
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